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(54) SOFTENER FOR PAPER 

(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To obtain a softener for papers containing 
pyrrolidonecarboxylic acid or its salt and/or a specific 
betaine and capable of imparting softness and moisture 
retention to papers. 

CONSTITUTION: A softener for papers capable of 

imparting softness and elasticity to papers is obtained CD* 
by compounding 1-100 pts.wt. of pyrrolidonecarboxylic CH»~~IT- 
acid or its salt (a sodium or potassium salt) and/or a | 
betaine of the formula optionally in combination with CB a 
e.g. a known tertiary ammonium salt. The obtained 
softener is added to a pulp slurry e.g. during a paper 
making process to obtain a paper product exhibiting 
moisture retention and soft feeling while keeping 
hygroscopicity and strength of papers. 
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